IgA deposits in skin in alcoholic liver disease.
IgA deposition in the liver in a characteristic continuous pattern is a consistent finding confirming the diagnosis of alcoholic liver disease. This study demonstrates a correlation between characteristic IgA deposition in the liver and IgA deposition in and around superficial dermal capillaries in alcoholic liver disease. Simultaneous liver and skin biopsies from nineteen patients with established alcoholic liver disease and eight patients with nonalcohol-related diseases of the liver were studied using standard immunofluorescent and immunoperoxidase methods. Fourteen of the nineteen alcoholic patients showed the characteristic pattern of IgA deposition in the liver, twelve of these fourteen patients showed IgA deposits in and around superficial dermal capillaries, and of these twelve patients, nine showed concurrent deposits of C3 in the skin capillaries. None of the eight nonalcoholic control patients showed either characteristic liver IgA deposits or any dermal deposits. Biopsy of clinically normal skin can be of adjunctive aid in the confirmation of alcoholic liver disease.